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___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Executive Summary 
On February 18, 2015, Staff presented an information briefing to the Commission on the Northwest Foothills 
Transportation Study Update. During the work session, the Commission directed staff not to bring the Update 
forward to the Commission for adoption at that time. This status report will provide the Commission a brief 
overview of activities taking place that may impact the long term outcome and needs in and around the 
northwest foothills study area. 

Facts and Findings 
The Northwest Foothills Transportation Study (NWFTS) was adopted by the ACHD Commission in December 
2008.  The original study called for periodic updates due to changing demographics and growth Eagle. In 2012 
ACHD initiated a study update but due to concerns raised by the City of Eagle and the public the update was 
never adopted. The original study remains in place until modified by Commission action.  

Since February 2015, the following activities have occurred affecting the northwest foothills study area: 

- The City of Eagle continues to approve development in and around the study area. 
- The City of Eagle began efforts to review its Comprehensive Plan to determine if modifications are 

necessary. 
- The City of Eagle reiterated its interest in Beacon Light being preserved for and constructed to no more 

than 3 lanes as part of its annual Integrated Five-Year Work Plan requests. The City further reiterated its 
requests as part of the Master Street Map update process which will be presented to the Commission in 
November 2015. 

- The City of Eagle has expressed interest in the installation of bike lanes along Beacon Light Road, as they 
deem it unsafe now for the bicyclists who use it. 

- ACHD began its update to the Capital Improvements Program (CIP). Roadways in the study area are 
being analyzed as part of that effort.  

- COMPASS completed a new travel demand model. This new model is being used to model 
improvements in the CIP. 

Fiscal Implications 
The NWFTS and its proposed Update recommend right-of-way preservation widths for future facility needs. 
Preservation of right-of-way through development allows ACHD to acquire needed property for potential future 
improvements at a reduced cost to tax payers.  

 



Policy Implications 
ACHD prepares sub-area plans as a result of planned development focused in certain areas of the county. These 
plans provide a clear expectation to staff, agency partners, and the public as to the intent of ACHD for the 
roadway facilities in an area. Implementation decisions are made based on facts on the ground as part of the 
IFYWP development process. 

Recommendation 
None at this time. This is an information brief only. 


